Summer Reading List
Half Broke Horses by Jeanette Walls*
Lily survived tornadoes, droughts, floods, the Great Depression, and the most heartbreaking personal tragedy. She
bristled at prejudice of all kinds—against women, Native Americans, and anyone else who didn’t fit the mold.
Rosemary Smith Walls always told Jeannette that she was like her grandmother, and in this true-life novel,
Jeannette Walls channels that kindred spirit. Half Broke Horses is Laura Ingalls Wilder for adults.

The Cardturner by Louis Sachar
The summer after junior year of high school looks bleak for Alton Richards. His girlfriend has dumped him, he has
no money and no job, and his parents insist that he drive his great-uncle Lester, who is old, blind, very sick, and very
rich, to his bridge club four times a week and be his cardturner. However, Alton soon finds himself intrigued by his
uncle, by the game of bridge, and especially by the pretty and shy Toni Castaneda, as he struggles to figure out
what it all means, and ultimately to figure out the meaning of his own life.

The Things a Brother Knows by Dana Reinhart
Levi's older brother Boaz returns from fighting with the Marines in the Middle East. He's safe. Levi's family has
waited three long years for this, but Boaz is no longer the brother Levi thought he knew. Even if nobody else wants
to see it, Levi can tell that Boaz has changed; something's wrong. When Boaz announces he's off to hike the
Appalachian Trail, Levi knows he's lying, so Levi follows, determined to understand who his brother was, what he's
been through, and how to bring him home again.

Revolution by Jennifer Donnelly*
Two girls, two centuries apart. One never knowing the other. But when Andi finds Alexandrine’s diary, she recognizes
something in her words and is moved to the point of obsession. There’s comfort and distraction for Andi in the
journal’s antique pages—until, on a midnight journey through the catacombs of Paris, Alexandrine’s words transcend
paper and time, and the past becomes suddenly, terrifyingly present.

Diamond Ruby by Joseph Wallace
In 1923, 18-year-old New Yorker Ruby Lee Thomas is forced to raise her two small nieces, Amanda and Allie, after the
1918 Spanish influenza devastates her family. Blessed (or cursed) with elongated arms that make for blazing fastballs,
the southpaw is hired by the Fantasyland Circus Sideshow as “Diamond Ruby.” The Jewish pitcher draws the violent
attention of the Klan, but also the admiration of Babe Ruth (a pitcher early in his career), who teaches her a few new
throws. The Brooklyn Typhoons eventually sign Ruby to pitch, where her amazing feats stir trouble with a charismatic gangster
angling to fix her games; subsequent clashes and close calls with Prohibition-era hoodlums generate as much drama as her
distinctive baseball prowess. Sharply sketched, convincing historical characters like Ruth and Dempsey add to the considerable
appeal of Wallace's gritty but fun period baseball tale.

*- These books recommended by one or more WUHS staff members.

Unbroken by Laura Hellenbrand*

On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber
crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood.
Then, on the ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was
struggling to a life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary odysseys of the Second
World War. The lieutenant’s name was Louis Zamperini. In boyhood, he’d been a cunning and incorrigible
delinquent, breaking into houses, brawling, and fleeing his home to ride the rails. As a teenager, he had channeled his
defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the Berlin Olympics and within sight of the four-minute
mile. But when war had come, the athlete had become an airman, embarking on a journey that led to his doomed flight, a tiny raft,
and a drift into the unknown.

Heaven is for Real by Todd Burpo with Lynn Vincent
Heaven Is for Real is the true story of the four-year old son of a small town Nebraska pastor who during emergency
surgery slips from consciousness and enters heaven. He survives and begins talking about being able to look down and
see the doctor operating and his dad praying in the waiting room. The family didn't know what to believe but soon the
evidence was clear.

Bossy pants by Tina Fey
Before Liz Lemon, before "Weekend Update," before "Sarah Palin," Tina Fey was just a young girl with a dream: a
recurring stress dream that she was being chased through a local airport by her middle-school gym teacher. She also
had a dream that one day she would be a comedian on TV. She has seen both these dreams come true.

Sing you Home by Jodi Picoult
Every life has a soundtrack. All you have to do is listen.
Music has set the tone for most of Zoe Baxter’s life. There’s the melody that reminds her of the summer she spent
rubbing baby oil on her stomach in pursuit of the perfect tan. A dance beat that makes her think of using a fake ID to
slip into a nightclub. A dirge that marked the years she spent trying to get pregnant.
For better or for worse, music is the language of memory. It is also the language of love.

The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein*
Enzo knows he is different from other dogs: a philosopher with a nearly human soul (and an obsession with
opposable thumbs), he has educated himself by watching television extensively, and by listening very closely to the
words of his master, Denny Swift, an up-and-coming race car driver. Through Denny, Enzo has gained tremendous
insight into the human condition, and he sees that life, like racing, isn't simply about going fast. Using the techniques
needed on the race track, one can successfully navigate all of life's ordeals.

Girl in Translation by Jean Kwok
When Kimberly Chang and her mother emigrate from Hong Kong to Brooklyn squalor, she quickly begins a secret
double life: exceptional schoolgirl during the day, Chinatown sweatshop worker in the evenings. Disguising the
more difficult truths of her life-like the staggering degree of her poverty, the weight of her family's future resting on
her shoulders, or her secret love for a factory boy who shares none of her talent or ambition-Kimberly learns to
constantly translate not just her language but herself back and forth between the worlds she straddles.

Room by Emma Donoghue
To five-year-old Jack, Room is the entire world. It is where he was born and grew up; it's where he lives with his Ma
as they learn and read and eat and sleep and play. At night, his Ma shuts him safely in the wardrobe, where he is
meant to be asleep when Old Nick visits. Room is home to Jack, but to Ma, it is the prison where Old Nick has held
her captive for seven years. Through determination, ingenuity, and fierce motherly love, Ma has created a life for
Jack. But she knows it's not enough...not for her or for him. She devises a bold escape plan, one that relies on her
young son's bravery and a lot of luck. What she does not realize is just how unprepared she is for the plan to
actually work. Told entirely in the language of the energetic, pragmatic five-year-old Jack, ROOM is a celebration of resilience and
the limitless bond between parent and child, a brilliantly executed novel about what it means to journey from one world to another.

The Boy Who Couldn’t Sleep and Never Had To by DC Pierson
When Darren Bennett meets Eric Lederer, there's an instant connection. They share a love of drawing, the bottom
rung on the cruel high school social ladder and a pathological fear of girls. Then Eric reveals a secret: He doesn’t
sleep. Ever. When word leaks out about Eric's condition, he and Darren find themselves on the run. Is it the
government trying to tap into Eric’s mind, or something far darker? It could be that not sleeping is only part of
what Eric's capable of, and the truth is both better and worse than they could ever imagine.

The Lock Artist by Steve Hamilton
Michael is no ordinary young man. Mute since a childhood tragedy, at age eighteen he discovers that he possesses a
skill he would never have expected. Whether it's a locked door without a key, a padlock with no combination, or
even an eight-hundred pound safe…he can open them all. It's a talent that will make Michael a hot commodity with
the wrong people, and whether he likes it or not, push him closer to a life of crime. Until one day, when he finally
sees his chance to escape, and decides to risk everything to return home to the only person he ever loved, and to
unlock the secret that has kept him silent for so long.

Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi –2011 Printz Award Winner
In America's Gulf Coast region, where grounded oil tankers are being broken down for parts, Nailer, a teenage boy,
works the light crew, scavenging for copper wiring just to make quota--and hopefully live to see another day. But
when, by luck or chance, he discovers an exquisite clipper ship beached during a recent hurricane, Nailer faces the
most important decision of his life: Strip the ship for all it's worth or rescue its lone survivor, a beautiful and wealthy
girl who could lead him to a better life.… In this powerful novel, award-winning author Paolo Bacigalupi delivers a thrilling, fastpaced adventure set in a vivid and raw, uncertain future.

Stolen by Lucy Christopher
Gemma, 16, is on layover at Bangkok Airport, en route with her parents to a vacation in Vietnam. She steps away for
just a second, to get a cup of coffee. Ty—rugged, tan, too old, oddly familiar—pays for Gemma's drink. And drugs it.
They talk. Their hands touch. And before Gemma knows what's happening, Ty takes her. Steals her away. The
unknowing object of a long obsession, Gemma has been kidnapped by her stalker and brought to the desolate
Australian Outback. STOLEN is her gripping story of survival, of how she has to come to terms with her living
nightmare—or die trying to fight it.

Please Ignore Vera Dietz by A.S. King,
Vera's spent her whole life secretly in love with her best friend, Charlie Kahn. And over the years she's kept a lot of
his secrets. Even after he betrayed her. Even after he ruined everything. So when Charlie dies in dark circumstances,
Vera knows a lot more than anyone—the kids at school, his family, even the police. But will she emerge to clear his
name? Does she even want to? Edgy and gripping, Please Ignore Vera Dietz is an unforgettable novel: smart, funny,
dramatic, and always surprising.

Revolver written by Marcus Sedgwick
A LOADED GUN. STOLEN GOLD. And a menacing stranger. A taut frontier survivor story, set at the time of the Alaska
gold rush. In an isolated cabin, fourteen-year-old Sig is alone with a corpse: his father, who has fallen through the
ice and frozen to death only hours earlier. Then comes a stranger claiming that Sig’s father owes him a share of a
horde of stolen gold. Sig’s only protection is a loaded Colt revolver hidden in the cabin’s storeroom. The question is,
will Sig use the gun, and why?

Nothing written by Janne Teller
"Nothing matters." "From the moment you are born, you start to die."
"The Earth is 4.6 billion years old. You'll live to be a maximum of one hundred. Life isn't worth the bother!" So says
Pierre Anthon when he decides that there is no meaning to life, leaves the classroom, climbs a plum tree, and stays
there. His friends and classmates cannot get him to come down, not even by pelting him with rocks. So to prove to
him that there is a meaning to life, they set out to build a heap of meaning in an abandoned sawmill.

The Way Things Look to me by Roopa Farooki
The Murphy family has never tried to be different; they just are. When Yasmin, the youngest sibling, was
diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome, her older siblings learned to adapt to less attention and more
responsibility, to a sister with “special abilities” that no one, not even they, could ever truly understand.
And then there’s the way Yasmin sees it: she sees music in color, and her mind remembers every tiny
detail of every day until sometimes she wishes she could just forget.

In Zanesville by JoAnn Beard
The beguiling fourteen-year-old narrator of IN ZANESVILLE is a late bloomer. She is used to flying under
the radar-a sidekick, a third wheel, a marching band dropout, a disastrous babysitter, the kind of girl
whose Eureka moment is the discovery that "fudge" can't be said with an English accent. Luckily, she
has a best friend, a similarly undiscovered girl with whom she shares the everyday adventures of a
1970s American girlhood, incidents through which a world is revealed, and character is forged.

Then Came You by Jennifer Weiner
Certainly a hot topic: Princeton senior Jules Wildgren needs money to help her father clean up his addiction, workingclass mom Annie Barrow needs money just to live, and India Bishop needs Jules's eggs and Annie's womb because she
can't conceive. Then India's much older husband dies, leaving his daughter as guardian of the unborn babe. So what
does it really mean to be a mom? A ten-city tour and book club materials; bound to do well.

